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MS. PRESSLEY: Thank you all for
joining us today. Good afternoon. My name is Denay
Pressley and we're going to call the meeting to
order.

This is a formal meeting of the Public
Health Council. Adequate notice of this meeting has
been published in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 231 Public Law 1975C-10:4.10 of the State of
New Jersey entitled Open Public Meetings Act.

Notice was sent to the Secretary of
State who posted the notice in a public place.
Notice was also provided electronically on the
department's website and meeting dates has been
published on two of the New Jersey papers.

I will now call the roll.

Ms. Stephanie Carey.

MS. CAREY: Here.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Paul Roman.

MR. ROMAN: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Michael Gross.
Mickey.

MR. GROSS: Can you hear me. Mickey
Gross, I'm here.

MS. PRESSLEY: Thank you.

MR. GROSS: Merry Christmas, everyone.
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MS. PRESSLEY: And Dr. Suffiyah webb.

DR. WEBB: I'M here.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. Thank you. Wwe
have four members of the council present which does
constitute a quorum.

For the transcription purposes, please
announce your full name each time before speaking.
Please mute your microphones during the call.

Greatly appreciate it, and I will now let the other
members in. You may proceed.

MS. CAREY: Thank you. 1I'd like to
welcome everybody who is attending today and for
your ability to be here for this specially scheduled
meeting.

We are in a major change for the field
of public health in this point in time. Wwe have a
new governor with new focus areas.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Has the meeting
started? I'm a new person to the quorum and 1it's
very confusing. I'm in the waiting room but it
seems like you guys are continuing without Tetting
me in virtually and I keep asking for that.

Before you continue with the agenda,
can you let me in on the meeting on Teams, please.

A number of people. Rol1l call, I don't even know
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who matches this name.

MS. CAREY: Pardon me. who's this?

MS. PRESSLEY: What number is that?
I'm letting them in now, but I would definitely Tlet
you 1in.

we have to proceed with the meeting.
I'm doing that now. Wwhat number are you calling
from? what's the last four digits of your number.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 1281, yeah.

MS. PRESSLEY: 1I'm going to have to
mute you because you can't interrupt the meeting.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's fine.
I'm confused if the meeting has started. You're not
Tetting me 1in.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm in the same
position.

MS. PRESSLEY: We will Tet them 1in.
Please mute your mic, okay, and we will Tet them in
now.

MS. CAREY: May I proceed with opening
comments?

MS. PRESSLEY: Yes, please proceed.

MS. CAREY: All right. I want to
welcome everybody who's taken time out of their day

to be here today. we are in a period of rapid
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change. There's a new governor coming on board, a
new administration. Federal guidance is in flux and
indeed the change is so rapid that it feels Tike
many long-standing accepted public health practices
and sciences are being left behind in a whirlwind of
activity.

And at this point in time, it's more
important than ever to amplify the voice of public
health and to partner with people who value public
health with the objective of protecting the health
of the people of New Jersey and saving lives,
because that's what we're here for.

So that ends my opening statement and
I will ask for the next agenda item, which 1is
approval of the previous meeting's minutes of
September 8th, 2025.

Do I have a motion for approval of the
minutes?

MR. ROMAN: Which meeting minutes are
we looking at or supposed to be looking at?

MS. CAREY: September 8th.

MR. ROMAN: September. I don't have
them.

MS. PRESSLEY: They were sent in the

email, Paul.
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MS. CAREY: Yes, the December 17th
email.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm part of the
public. I hate to interrupt, but we're still not
being Tet in online.

MS. PRESSLEY: I'm going to interrupt
you for one second, Stephanie.

I'm not sure why you're not -- the
Tog-in has been cleared so if you're calling in I'm
not sure what you mean you're not part of the
meeting because we hear you 1interrupting the
meeting.

DR. SAHU: I think the meeting 1link on
the agenda is leading to the wrong place so maybe we
need to post the correct meeting link. That way
folks can actually get into this meeting.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That wouldn't
be fair to the public.

MS. PRESSLEY: I'm sorry, Dr. Sahu,
you're really low. I couldn't hear you.

DR. SAHU: I think the meeting 1ink
that went out on the agenda 1is not leading to this
meeting. 1It's leading to somewhere else, and that's

what folks are stuck in.
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MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. So you're saying
that the meeting that was in the agenda is
incorrect? Probably because I'm in this room, then.

DR. SAHU: 1In the hyperlink, the Join
Meeting Now hyperlink on the agenda I think points
to the October meeting, not to this meeting.

So we should probably repost, if we
can do that on the site, or repost the 1link to this
meeting so that way folks can actually join this
one.

The meeting ID and the dial in number
are all correct, but the actual hyperlink for Join
Meeting Now I think points to a different meeting.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. Let me see if I
can put that in really quick.

Okay. I'm going to drop it 1in the
chat and let me know.

DR. SAHU: The folks on the phone
probably won't be able to access the chat, though,
so we may need to post the new hyperlink on the
website so folks can actually go in Tike that.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. That would be
great.

DR. SAHU: Dr. (Indiscernible) going

to go in and post the updated link. I'm just not
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sure everybody can see it because they can't see the
other meeting as well. But we should still post it
on our website, the updated meeting 1link, so folks
can access it.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. I will do that
now.

Stephanie, do you want to do the roll
call and I'11 just keep that on so we can keep this
going.

Did someone accept the meeting
minutes?

MS. CAREY: Yes. I will call for a
motion to approve the previous meeting minutes from
September 8th, 2025.

DR. WEBB: Suffiyah webb, I make a
motion to approve those minutes.

MS. CAREY: Dr. webb, thank you.

And do I have a second for that?

Mr. Gross perhaps?

MS. PRESSLEY: Would someone second
the minutes?

MS. CAREY: Point of order, I believe
the chair can second but not make the initial
motion, is that --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes, that's
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fine.

MS. CAREY: So I will second the
motion.

And may I have a roll call, please.

MS. PRESSLEY: Ms. Stephanie Carey.

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Paul Roman.

MR. ROMAN: Abstain.

MS. PRESSLEY: Michael Gross. Mickey
Gross.

Dr. Suffiyah webb.

DR. WEBB: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. Wwe have three.
Motion fails at this point. I can't get Mickey.

MS. CAREY: Okay. So noted. Wwe can
put that on the January agenda.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay, and I'm posting
this now for everyone to get to.

MR. ROMAN: Madam Chair.

MS. CAREY: Yes, Mr. Roman.

MR. ROMAN: I'm asking that the
minutes from the August 18th meeting and the
September 8th meeting please be sent out to us, at
Teast to me. I do not have them. I never received

them.
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MS. CAREY: So noted.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. Stephanie, do
you want to proceed with the chairperson's report?

MS. CAREY: Yes, I will make some -- a
couple of brief comments.

Looking at the old business and
today's agenda, there are important things going on.
The transition of administration, developing budget
recommendations, addressing public health staffing
infrastructure, collaborations across multiple
states, but the most important thing we need to work
on today is the readoption of the communicable
disease standards, N.J.A.C. 8:57.

So understanding if we speak briefly
today on some of these other items so that we can
focus on 857, understand that these items are not
being given short shrift or being tabled but that we
need to focus on the communicable disease rules
today.

That said, I would be prepared to go
on to some of the old business. If there are -- and
then with comments from the board Tater on the
agenda.

Under old business, New Jersey 1is part

of the northeast public health collaborative, a
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Page 12
multistate effort to assure sound public health

policy at state levels.

Dr. Sahu, I didn't know if you wanted
to provide additional comments on that at this point
or whether you would 1ike to table that at this
point in time.

DR. SAHU: Thanks, Stephanie. Yeah, I
can make a brief comment that we are partnering with
other northeast states in coming up with things Tike
clinical guidance and documents that we can align
with, and I think really the goal is that so there
isn't dramatic variation when a person goes from New
York to New Jersey to Rhode Island and things Tike
that, and so I'l1 just leave those comments brief
but I think it's a pretty fruitful collaboration
between the northeast states right now.

MS. CAREY: Thank you. And more
important than ever.

wWe also shared a one-pager for the
transition team on the role of the Public Health
Council, 1in particular its role as an advisor to the
commission -- to the commissioner, pardon me, to
amplify the voice of public health, to encourage and
support sound policy decisions and to serve as a

conduit of community feedback, community
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temperature, let us say, to serve as a conduit for
that kind of input to the state health department,
and that the Public Health Council 1is analogous to
advisory boards of health, to local health agencies
all over the state. We provide a voice. We provide
guidance and we provide expertise and the wisdom of
our many years of experience to protect the health
of our communities.

So as I said, and the document also
contains information on the structure of the Public
Health Council, and the levels of appointment, we
currently have five appointed members out of an
approved board of ten. So we have vacancies that do
need to be filled.

we're Tooking forward to continuing to
build on these positive efforts and to help make an
impact on improving the health of New Jerseyans.

MR. ROMAN: Madam Chair.

MS. CAREY: Yes, Mr. Roman.

MR. ROMAN: To whom 1is this document
going? I think it's well written but it doesn't say

anything that we want. It's not a wish Tist, it's
just a tutorial on who we are, and that's fine.
MS. CAREY: Yes.

MR. ROMAN: But I think the main thing
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is to say what we want, not who we are, and where is
it going?

MS. CAREY: This particular document
is for orientation purposes for incoming appointees
and administration members to understand the purpose
of the Public Health Council and then the follow-on
is our white papers, briefing papers from our
committee work.

MR. ROMAN: Okay. The reason I ask is
because the governor has appointed a transition
committee as part of her team and there's only one
that has any reference to health at all, and that's
dealing with health care and particularly health
care issues with washington.

There are two former commissioners of
health on that committee and also a lady who was the
head or one of the heads of the CMS in washington,
but -- and there's somebody from the Quality
Institute in Jersey, but I'm hoping this paper and
maybe a support document, like a wish 1list, would go
to those people.

MS. CAREY: Thank you. I will follow
up on that.

Dr. Sahu, did you have any messaging

that you wanted to share at this point?
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DR. SAHU: I think we're -- a few key
Teaders from New Jersey Department of Health had met
with the transition team so far just to kind of talk
about the Department of Health in general, and so
we're happy to kind of still funnel or route
anything from the Public Health Council both to the
current administration but also to the current
administration to help with transition.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Let's see. At this point in time, I
don't have any specific feedback on the upcoming New
Jersey process but we hope to be engaged with
recommendations and support in the coming weeks.

And then the Tlast outstanding item of
old business for the -- the last item of old
business was regarding access to pediatric vaccines
and with the concern being with changing
recommendations and confusion amongst parents and
providers that there continue to be publicly
available vaccines in order to meet the needs of the
youngest New Jerseyans, and when they made -- when
parents may have difficulty locating vaccines 1in
their community for their young children, and I know
there's been some specific statewide efforts on

that.
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Again, Dr. Sahu, did you have anything
you wanted to summarize based on that?

DR. SAHU: Sure. I'll summarize a
couple points. One 1is that with regards to vaccines
for the respiratory virus season, we've used some
state money to purchase directly vaccines to then
supply to health systems to run clinics both in the
north and south, southern parts of Jersey to help
kind of bridge some of the access issues; and then
the other thing I'l1 mention is that at the recent
ACIP meeting they had voted to change some of the
requirements on Hepatitis B, and so in response New
Jersey Department of Health issued an executive
directive continuing to support the birth dose for
Hepatitis B as well as the childhood schedule for
Hepatitis B, and DOBI and Medicaid have both
followed up in New Jersey with companion documents
to support coverage for those things as well.
Thanks.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

A1l right. one additional item of old
business, Mr. Roman, there's been some actions to
improve enforcement and inspection of tobacco and
vape establishments. Did you want to provide any

kind of --
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MR. ROMAN: Yeah. Give me two
seconds, I'1l1l get the paper. Hold on.

MS. CAREY: Okay. All right. New
Jersey again to improve the health of the
communities has policies in place and pending action
on initiatives to reduce use access to tobacco and
vape and to increase inspection of establishments
that sell those products.

MR. ROMAN: Yeah. There's three sets
of bills that have been put forth by the
TegisTature. A1813 and S3372 prohibit delivery of
tobacco and vapor products to individuals under 21.

They passed the Senate yesterday,
which was Thursday of this week, and now awaits
Governor Murphy's signature.

There was a submission by a coalition
that's working on all this to request a swift
signing. That was just put in this morning.

Second group. A3992, S4828 increases
the penalties for the unlawful sale of tobacco and
vapor products to persons under 21.

The Assembly bill passed. The
Assembly majority office issued this press release
incorporating language we provided, this coalition.

The bill enhancing penalties for
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selling tobacco and vaping products to youth
advances. That's that one.

And the S bill 4828 is working with
Senator Vitale and Senate President Scutari to post
to the January 8th Senate budget committee or move
directly to the Senate floor. That's the second
group.

Third group, A2388, S3644 requires
more frequent inspections to tobacco and vaping
retailers. The Assembly bill is being worked on to
secure an agenda spot in January, Assembly
Appropriations Committee hearing if it's scheduled,
and the Senate bill that they're working to get a
January 8th Senate Budget Assembly Committee agenda.

one of these bills, I think it's that
one, calls for increased enforcement, or one of
these three bills, and there's a group trying to get
an amendment to put money forth for the additional
inspections by health departments because it's like
an unfunded mandate if these things pass and there's
no money put forward for the additional inspections.

So the group that's advocating all
these bills, especially the health department folks
and our Tlocal boards of health group, are pushing to

get money put in there so it's not just an unfunded
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mandate.

That's it. There's a lady who is --
Karla Pollack who is from one of the advocacy
groups, she is a licensed lobbyist and advocate and
she is one of the people that's leading the charge
for these bills.

MS. CAREY: Okay. Thank you.

Let's see. If there are no other
items of old business, we can move on to new
business, which 1is the Notice of Adoption of
N.J.A.C. 8:57 with a presentation by --

MS. PRESSLEY: Stephanie, I'm sorry.
Can you give me one second? I just want to make
sure, because I switched everything over, I just
want to make sure that everyone that wants to be in
the meeting, I think I got everyone. I'm still
Tetting some in. I just want to make sure.

MS. CAREY: Okay. I will pause for a
moment and --

MS. PRESSLEY: 1Is anyone --

MS. CAREY: -- until you're ready to
proceed.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. Thank you,
Stephanie.

Is anyone having trouble now? I think
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I pretty much let everyone in who was in the Tlobby.

oOkay. I think I have everyone now. I
just wanted to make sure before you proceed.

Okay. Go ahead, Stephanie.

MS. CAREY: Okay. Thank you.

MS. PRESSLEY: Thank you.

MS. CAREY: All right. Mr. David
Sellinger, you are presenting on behalf of the
Department of Health?

MR. SELLINGER: Yes, I am. Confirming
you can hear me.

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MR. SELLINGER: 1I'll get started then.

Good afternoon, everyone. My name's
David Sellinger. I'm an executive assistant within
the Department of Health's Division of Epidemiology,
Environmental and Occupational Health.

I'm here to present the Notice of
Adoption for N.J.A.C. 8:57, and joining me are
several subject matter experts.

we have Dr. Edward Lifshitz, Kim
Cervantes and Darby McDermott from the Communicable
Disease Service's Infectious and zoonotic Disease
Program.

Dr. Barbara Montana, Jenish Sudhakaran
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and Ji11 Dinitz-Sklar from the Communicable Disease
Service's Vvaccine Preventable Disease Program.

And Assistant Commissioner Greta
Anschuetz and Monica Beshay from the Division of
HIV, STD and TB Services.

During the comment period the
department received approximately 2,686 submissions.
This resulted in 463 unique comments from over 811
commenters. These included supportive comments from
the Medical Society of New Jersey, the New Jersey
Association for Biomedical Research, BioNJ, the New
Jersey Health Care Quality Institute, the Health
Care Institute of New Jersey, the New Jersey
Pharmacists Association and the New Jersey College
Health Association, among others.

These comments included many questions
and clarifications on various topics proposed by the
rule, including 12 template letters that were sent
in by numerous commenters. A full Tist of these
comments and department responses is included within
the Notice of Adoption.

Two amendments were made to the rule
text since proposed. Under the communicable
disease, infection and condition reported

requirements established under 8.57-2.3(b), the text
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rabies and rabies PEP administration was amended to
require reporting of rabies exposures and PEP
administration.

In the summary of the rule included
within the initial Notice of Proposal, it was stated
that this was intended to read rabies exposures, but
the word exposures was omitted from the rule text.

This created a duplicative reporting
requirement with the existing requirement to report
rabies immediately under proposed 2.3(a). As the
department and commenters noted the exclusion of the
word exposure, this omission will be corrected upon
adoption.

For the second amendment, the
department is deleting the requirement for
Taboratories to submit negative results for
influenza and Sars-Cov-2 that was under
8:57-2.6(a)4.

The purpose of requesting these
negative reports on proposal was to determine
positivity rates. However, the number of results
that we would receive would be exceptionally
burdensome on our systems, and we are now also able
to access national positivity data from CDC's

ESSENCE platform.
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we've also made amendments to three
appendices.

Appendix L, our Request for Medical
Exemption from Mandatory Immunization, was amended
to reference AAP, ACP, AAFP and ACOG in addition to
ACIP. we removed the table reference to specific
ACIP contraindications and replaced with a table for
providers to check each applicable vaccine for which
a medical exemption is requested and the length of
time for that contraindication or precaution.

Appendix Q, our Annual College
Immunization Status Report, was amended in response
to a comment to remove reference to specify that the
two-dose MenACwWY field is only required if the
information 1is available.

Additionally, the Meningococcal B
vaccine was removed under Section C and to include
it as an additional vaccine under Section E.

Appendix X, our Meningococcal Disease
Information Brochure was updated to modernize, to
improve readability, and to include reference to the
rules as proposed.

This concludes my presentation. Wwe
Took forward to any questions. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, Mr. Sellinger.
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I will open first for questions and
comments from council members.

MR. ROMAN: I'd like to start.

MS. CAREY: Yes, Mr. Roman.

MR. ROMAN: Mr. Sellinger, and I guess
Ms. Raganelli, is she on the call? I understand she
was or 1is.

on the 30th of October, I wrote an
email letter to Ms. Raganelli. I'm going to read
that because it's difficult to explain it without
just reading it. 1It's not that Tlong.

MS. RAGANELLI: Mr. Roman, I have your
Tetter in front of me and I can answer each one of
your points without you reading 1it.

Your first point was we didn't define
the term local board of health, we didn't define the
term Local Board of Health because we don't use the
term Local Board of Health in the rule text, and I
said to you at the time that it's not OAL style to
define words that we don't use in N.J.A.C. 8:57.

In fact, we did define the word Local
Health Agency by reference to the statutory
definition of that term at 26:2(k), I believe it
was.

The second comment -- but there 1is a
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definition of the statutory term Local Health
Agency.

The next question you had is with
respect to pages 155 and 156. You said we referred
to the definition of a Local Health Department as
meaning a Local Board of Health.

At the time we didn't see that you had
been noticed that that was in a section of bracketed
text marked for deletion. So that text, I'm looking
at the proposal right now, and the text to which you
were referring at pages 155 and 156 was existing
text that we were proposing for deletion.

Your point three was with respect to
pages 176 and 177, and you were identifying your
support of the proposed new rule at 1.8, and we
acknowledged your support of that.

Your fourth point was with respect to
pages 225 and 226. You were referring to a
reference to Appendix B that should have been
relabeled to be Appendix R.

Again, you were referring to deleted
text that was marked for deletion. There was a
bracket above it and a bracket on the following page
below it that it was hard to see because there was a

paragraph above and a paragraph below, but that's
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the OAL code style is you put the bracket where the
text starts the deletion and at the end even if it's
several paragraphs later.

And then on page 225, you asked for an
insertion to include cautionary information to EMS
and Taw enforcement regarding their contact and
transport of quarantined and isolated individuals,
and at the time I said to you we would want to do
that in a thoroughly thought out and considered
manner, and I'm not the person that can agree or
disagree to make such a change. That would be
something we would talk to our Office of Emergency
Medical Services personnel, and also that is a model
ordinance; it's not binding on anybody until a Tocal
municipality elected to enact it.

However, we did acknowledge at the
time that that was something that we would put to
our Ooffice of Emergency Medical Services personnel.
I did not agree at the time, and I did say at the
time we will take that under advisement and give it
a thorough rule, and you were pleased with that.

But again, I even have the transcript
in front of me where you acknowledge that at Teast
one of the points that you made was with reference

to deleted text, and I acknowledge that you don't
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have the transcript in front of you, but I was very
careful to review your letter, sir, and I did look
at each of those points and I don't think I missed
anything, and I completely appreciated your input
and we are grateful for it, sir, and there was no
disrespect intended.

I didn't take it as a formal comment
on the rule because it was not submitted through the
rule making portal and the -- I took it as just a
simple communication between you and me. I didn't
take it as a formal comment on the rule.

Thank you, Mr. Roman.

MR. ROMAN: My turn?

MS. RAGANELLI: Yes, sir.

MR. ROMAN: Good. Number one, Ms.
Raganelli, thank you for reading my letter.

why did you never acknowledge the fact
that you even received it? That's the first
question. 1Is that the normal course of business?

MS. RAGANELLI: It 1is in the context
of -- go ahead.

MS. CAREY: Mr. Roman, I understand
that concern, but can you focus on the substance of
the regulation so that we can work on the

regulation?

Page 27

DEGNAN & BATEMAN
856 232 7400




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. ROMAN: well, I was starting to do
that when she interrupted me.

MS. CAREY: All right.

MR. ROMAN: Let me go back.

MS. CAREY: Please continue.

MR. ROMAN: Let me go back.

Item Number 1 has to do with the
definition, okay? I understand that you wanted to
use the term Agency, which is in 26:3 or wherever it
is as opposed to the Local Board of Health
definition.

Did you include the definition of a
Local Health Agency in the revision?

MS. RAGANELLI: I didn't need to
because it was already there. The definition of
Local Health Agency appears in the Notice of
Proposal at 1.3 under (1) as Local Health Agency,
and I am trying to lay my hands on it as we speak so
I can read you the exact terminology.

MR. ROMAN: Okay. All right.

Number two, you said that the thing
was deleted, the definition of the Local Health
Department, meaning you said that it was all 1in
parenthesis and was deleted; is that correct?

I'm getting confused. Wwas it deleted
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or was it something in parenthesis that didn't
matter?

MS. RAGANELLI: When we have existing
text that we're trying to show the office of
Administrative Law that something is being added or
deleted. 1If it appears in bold face, it means it's
being added to the text, and if it's in brackets, it
means it's deleted.

The term Local Health -- this was in
brackets.

So first to go back to your first
question, on page 156, approximately, of the
proposal we defined the term Local Health Agency
means Local Health Agency as N.J.S.A. 26:2(f)-3
defines that term.

The page that you were -- you didn't
refer to a page in yours but you just -- there's no
definition of Local Board of Health.

And then if I go to page 156 -- excuse
me -- at the bottom of page 155, there was an
existing definition of the term Local Health
Department means the Board of Health of a region or
municipality. That text was marked for deletion,
has the bracket at the end of that paragraph. So

that --

Page 29

DEGNAN & BATEMAN
856 232 7400




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. ROMAN: So that was taken out.

MS. RAGANELLI: -- was marked for
deletion.

That was never there to begin with.
It was in the text that we sent you originally that
you had before you, that was shown in bracketed
text, but you misread it as meaning I was adding it
to define Local Health Department to mean a Board of
Health.

MR. ROMAN: Okay. I apologize. I did
misread it. I did misread it. Sorry.

MS. RAGANELLI: And I had said at the
time, it's a Tong document and it's a Tot of text
and we -- and I acknowledged it at the time. 1It's
not your fault. 1It's a texty document. 1It's a
document full of text.

MR. ROMAN: Let's go down to 4 and 5.

Number 4 has to do with deleting the
reference to Appendix B and replacing it with a
reference to Appendix R and using the proper title.

Is that something that was changed or
did I misread?

MS. RAGANELLI: You misread, sir.

MR. ROMAN: Okay. And finally --

MS. RAGANELLI: Wwith respect I'm
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saying that.

MR. ROMAN: -- the last one you said
-- you referred the Tast one to OEMS?

MS. RAGANELLI: Yes, sir.

MR. ROMAN: Did they ever respond?

MS. RAGANELLI: Not yet, but I believe
-- no, sir. Believe me, sir, you can imagine we
received 2,800 comments on this proposal.

MR. ROMAN: Well, they're shorthanded,
too. I'm familiar with that.

MS. RAGANELLI: So it's certainly not
a marked disrespect to your comment, sir.

MR. ROMAN: oOkay.

MS. RAGANELLI: And at that time I had
said to you -- and at the time I had said to you
that use of universal precautions 1is basic training
for an EMT, and so it may have been that they felt
that that -- that'd be nice to have but perhaps
extraneous to requirements.

MR. ROMAN: Okay, but you did submit
it to OEMS. Thank you for doing that.

MS. RAGANELLI: Yes, sir.

MR. ROMAN: That concludes my notes.

MS. CAREY: All right. Do we have any

other questions or comments from the council
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members?

All right. At this point, we are
entering a public comment period, I should say the
public comment period for this meeting.

And DOH staff, please verify that I'm
saying this correctly, that individuals who wish to
speak, if you are on Teams, you can raise your hand.
If you are on the phone, we will have to -- we will
have to call you in the best order possible.

You need to state your name, where you
are from and you have a two-minute Timit, and your
comments are addressed to the chair.

This is not a question-and-answer
session for health department staff. These are
guestions, these are comments directed to the chair
of the Public Health Council that we will compile
and refer to appropriate staff.

MR. ROMAN: Madam chair, are you
opening to the public before we vote?

MS. CAREY: That is the point of
order. The public comment is for the Public Health
Council overall or as a -- or for comments directed
to the matter at hand.

The serious answer is that the public

comment period for this regulation has already been

Page 32

DEGNAN & BATEMAN
856 232 7400




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

closed.

MR. ROMAN: Right.

MS. CAREY: So therefore, yes, thank
you for that point of order, Mr. Roman. Wwe do have
a vote based -- and just for the record, those
collected comments have been shared with the council
members for review from the public comment period.

So again, point of order. we will
first take the members' votes on support for
adoption of the N.J.A.C. 8:57 and then open the
meeting to public comment to collect questions of
public health directed to the chair.

MR. ROMAN: I will move that the
N.J.A.C. 8:57 as presented to the council be
recommended for approval. That's it.

MS. CAREY: And do I have a second for
that?

DR. WEBB: Suffiyah webb, I second.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, Dr. webb.

May I have a roll call, Ms. Pressley.

MS. PRESSLEY: Absolutely.

Ms. Stephanie Carey.

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Paul Roman.

MR. ROMAN: Yes.
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MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Michael Gross.
Mickey Gross.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Denay, he said that
because you muted him he is not able to unmute
himself.

MS. PRESSLEY: I never muted him. No,
I never muted him.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Mickey, are you
able to raise your hand so we can see which phone
number 1is yours?

MS. PRESSLEY: While we're waiting,
Dr. Suffiyah webb. Dr. Suffiyah webb.

Mickey Gross.

I'm not sure, Chair. Do you want to
circle back?

DR. SAHU: We have to unmute the phone
number for Mickey Gross.

Paul, do you know what Mickey Gross's
phone number is.

MR. ROMAN: I can get it. Hold on.

Yes, I have it here. Try
(732) 433-0603. Try that one first.

(Discussion off the record.)

DR. WEBB: Sorry. My phone died.

It's Dr. webb.
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MS. PRESSLEY: 1It's okay. Thank you.
we were voting.

Chair, did you want to go again just
to bring Dr. webb up to speed? we were voting.

I don't see Mickey's number. Maybe we
can ask him to raise his hand because I'm not seeing
the number.

MR. ROMAN: 1I'll give you one more to
try.

(Discussion off the record.)

MS. PRESSLEY: Actually, I apologize.
There's a lot of numbers here.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Why don't we do
this, because it seems 1like he's having some
technical difficulty. why don't you mute yourself,
see if you can give him a call and see if he's
having some technical issues then we can start the
vote over.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

So thank you for your patience as we
work through technical issues. Specifically that
adoption recommendation and presentation to the
Public Health Council is a separate process provided
to this advisory council and is separate from the

public rule making period that has already been held
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and, as was referenced, had some 2,000 comments
provided.

The purpose of the public comment
period in this meeting is to gather community
concerns addressed to the Public Health Council but
then we can share in our advisory role with the
Department of Health and the commissioner's office.

So that said, if you would Tike to
speak, you may raise your hand. You have two
minutes, up to two minutes, and you state your name
and where you are from.

And I am seeing a number of hands
being raised so we will proceed in the order that I
am seeing them on the participants.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: cChair, if we could,
Tet's wait until we can get Mickey back on or -- if
he's not currently on. I want to make sure that we
resolve the issue with the vote before we move
forward, okay? we can just hang tight for a couple
minutes if that's all right.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Sounds to me
Tike you're wasting a lot of time. If all we're
going to do is make comments, why don't you just let
us comment?

MS. RAGANELLI: We're in the middle of
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a vote here.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Do we really
want to hear from the people or no? Wwe really don't
want to hear what people say. If we're voting, you
should hear the comments before you vote.

MR. ROMAN: That's not proper
procedure.

MS. CAREY: 1In response to these
concerns that I am hearing, I remind you that the
public comment period for the regulation has been
held and that this is an opportunity to bring
general community concerns to the Public Health
Council which 1is separate from -- we are not having
a public hearing on N.J.A.C. 8:57.

MS. PRESSLEY: Paul, can you give me
that one number again?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: How long are we
going to wait for the phone call?

Stop muting me.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Chair, just give me
two minutes to see if there's another option. Just
hold tight.

(Discussion off the record.)

MS. CAREY: Thank you to your

patience. They are attempting to reestablish the
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Page 38
connection for the board member.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: This is pretty
disrespectful for everyone who's sitting here
waiting to comment, quite honestly. People that
took time out of their schedules, something in the
middle of the day. People do have jobs. This is
really disrespectful.

I really don't think you want to hear
the comments because you have everyone just sitting
here. How do you think people feel showing up,
wanting to comment and now we're just sitting,
waiting around for someone who's a board member but
you can't get in touch with him. 1Is this 1like the
first virtual meeting ever? Disrespectful.

MS. CAREY: I am pausing based on
recommendation of counsel.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: This 1is
actually weird. I don't know. 1I've been in a lot
of, Tike, virtual hearings. 1I've never been in one
with you all before, and I will say, is this normal
procedure?

This is odd. 1I've never seen, like, a
committee chase down a member that didn't show up or
showed up and got disconnected, and I had asked in

the chat are you all able to vote without this
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person? Are you missing the number of votes? Wwhy
are we being placed on hold so long for this one
member?

MR. ROMAN: Stephanie, did Dr. webb
vote?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: What a great
gquestion, Donna. Thank you very much.

DR. WEBB: This 1is Dr. Webb here. My
vote is yes.

MR. ROMAN: Okay. Hold on. Hold on.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I would also
Tike to know, is this being recorded?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No, no answer?
No one will answer me if this is being recorded?

It's public so it should be recorded.

MR. ROMAN: Hold on. Stay on the
phone with me, okay? Mickey, hold on. Hold on.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Doesn't this
actually require a public hearing?

MR. ROMAN: Communicable disease
regulation forward for adoption. Are you voting?
Okay. Hold on.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Why are people
being muted, too? That's my question.

MR. ROMAN: Stephanie, Stephanie, you
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there?

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MR. ROMAN: Yeah. I got Mickey on the
phone.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm not even
here for this reason. 1I'm here for whole 'nother
reason, but I don't think that you guys can accept
that vote.

MR. ROMAN: Steph, I have --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: They're muting
you, Donna. 1I'm not even here for this issue. I
mean, this is wrong. The folks who are fighting on
this --

MR. ROMAN: Ma'am, I'm trying to talk
to my chairman.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: This is odd.
Something's wrong.

MS. CAREY: Ms. D'Allesandro, are you
there?

MR. ROMAN: Jackie, are you there?

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Just give us two
more minutes, guys. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Mickey, can you mute
yourself until you get this resolved?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: This is fucking
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crazy.

MS. CAREY: I appreciate people's
patience. I am on hold pending legal determination.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Stephanie, when
will we be able to find the recording and
transcription following this meeting just so we can
share it out further? where would we be able to
find that?

MS. CAREY: The minutes of the meeting
will be posted at the Public Health Council web
page.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: How about the
recording and the transcription?

MS. CAREY: The minutes are the
transcription. I don't have the information at my
fingertips about the recording.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Okay. The New
Jersey public deserves to have access to this. This
meeting is done for and in service of their needs so
we need to make sure that this is available, just
Tike a school board meeting, just like any other
meeting.

MS. CAREY: Okay. Thank you.

MS. PRESSLEY: I understand the

frustration. If you can just give us a few minutes,
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and I truly apologize. I understand we've already
asked and you've given us a couple of minutes. If
you can give us two more minutes to be patient with
us and we're trying to get some things squared away,
okay? Truly apologize. Thank you.

MR. ROMAN: Ms. Pressley, I spoke with
Mickey and he's trying to get back 1in.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. I'll let him 1in
as soon as he come back in. Thank you, Paul.

(Discussion off the record.)

MR. ROMAN: Denay?

MS. PRESSLEY: I'm here, Paul.

MR. ROMAN: He says he tried to call
in twice and you kept muting him. He's trying
again.

MS. PRESSLEY: oOkay.

MR. ROMAN: I don't know what's going
on.

MS. PRESSLEY: Okay. Not a problem.
Thank you, Paul.

MR. GROSS: Hello. This 1is Mickey
Gross. This system is a disaster. I had to pull
over the side of the road.

MS. PRESSLEY: Wwe're going to go back

to the voting. I'm going to do the roll call vote.
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MR. GROSS: I'm doing everything in my
power to help.

MS. PRESSLEY: Ms. Stephanie Carey.

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Denay, just hold
off, okay? I'll be back on with some instructions
in just a minute. Thanks.

MS. CAREY: We will rewind when this
gets -- when this -- when the attorney gives us the
information to proceed.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Why aren't we
adjourning and postponing this? Wwhat's the reason
for that?

MS. CAREY: I am awaiting attorney's
advice.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You have people
voting who have not been in the full meeting. So
how is that according to policy? How is that
according to policy? They have not been present for
the whole meeting. They missed the beginning of the
meeting. How are you --

MR. GROSS: Excuse me. I was on the
beginning of the meeting and I was muted so who's
making these comments?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: The public is
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making the comments because the public deserves the
respect of full time and attention of all members in
the meeting.

MR. GROSS: If you listen, I was on
the call for the attendance and then I was muted,
and I heard a good part of the meeting, all right?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: A good part but
not the whole thing.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Not the whole
thing.

MR. GROSS: 1I'll tell you what. You
people tell me if I need to vote or not vote, but
this is nonsense, all right?

MS. CAREY: Point of order, we are not
in the public comment period at this time and we
are --

MR. GROSS: Well, then mute her.

MS. CAREY: -- we are on hold
regarding recommendations about N.J.A.C. 8:57.

MR. GROSS: We gotta come up with a
better system, guys, with this phone stuff. I'm
telling you.

MR. ROMAN: Mickey, hang on, okay?

MS. PRESSLEY: Can we all just, like,

have a Tittle bit more patience? I truly understand
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that it's been --

MR. GROSS: No, I get it. I get it.
I mean, I pulled over to the side of the road. I'm
sitting here in the Tobby of some restaurant.

MS. PRESSLEY: We truly appreciate
everybody's patience during this time. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Based on the technical
issues and on the keen interest in this topic, we
are going to adjourn the meeting for today. I
should say I will request -- I will request --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm sorry --

MS. CAREY: -- adjourn the meeting.

MS. PRESSLEY: Stephanie, I was
advised --

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I have been on
this call for another issue. You cannot adjourn
this meeting.

MS. PRESSLEY: Stephanie, I was
advised to adjourn the meeting. I'm going to do a
roll call.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: NO. You guys
should have adjourned the meeting a long time ago.
How dare you --

MS. PRESSLEY: Stephanie, I'm going to

do a roll call.
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MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Excuse me. I thank
everybody for their patience.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We are not all
here for this issue. I understand you all --

MR. GROSS: I was muted. I could not
speak. I could not speak. So what do you want me
to do, fight with the phone company? They muted me,
or somebody muted me.

MS. CAREY: So based on attorney
recommendation and on --

MR. GROSS: That's fine.

MS. CAREY: -- the situation we are
seeing here, because of the issues with this meeting

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Steph, Steph. I'm
sorry, Steph. I did not realize that Mickey had
joined us again.

Since we have reestablished a quorum,
we should move forward with the vote at this time.
So if you could take a roll call vote and then we
can move past that to the public comment.

MR. GROSS: Mickey was only off for a
Tittle period of time. Mickey was only off for a
period of time. I was muted. I just can't talk.

MR. ROMAN: Mickey, hold on.
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MS. D'ALESSANDRO: I need everybody to
take a beat. we have reestablished a quorum.

So Chair, if you would, I would Tike
to redo the roll call vote at this time.

MR. GROSS: That works for me.

MS. CAREY: For the record, could you
state your name for the record, please.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: My name is Deputy
Attorney General Jacqueline D'Alessandro.

wWe are going to redo the roll call
vote. We've already had a motion and a second to
recommend adoption of N.J.A.C. 8:57. So at this
time what we are doing is picking up with the roll
call vote that was paused a short time ago.

So Chair, T will Tet you take it from
there, or Denay, rather, to call the roll call vote
and then we can move on to the public comment
portion, and I thank everyone for their patience.

MS. PRESSLEY: Ms. Stephanie Carey.

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Paul Roman.

MR. ROMAN: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Mickey Gross.

MR. GROSS: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Dr. Suffiyah webb.
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DR. WEBB: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Wwe have four yeses.
Motion carries.

Please proceed, chair. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

I appreciate people's desire to have
additional comment period. Wwe are now entering the
public comment period for the Public Health Council
overall and to collect community feedback.

I specifically note that -- I
specifically note that Ms. Dennis has her hand
raised and she was the initial person to raise her
hand so I will call on Ms. Dennis for her comments.
Two minutes.

Please state your name and where you
are from.

MS. DENNIS: Thank you. My name 1is
Danna Dennis. I'm the executive director of an
organization that is New Jersey based. 1It's a
nonprofit called Sensory-Safe Cuts.

Oour mission is to make grooming spaces
more inclusive across the state for neurodivergent
clients, whether they be child or adult,
specifically those who are battling autism and ADHD.

Currently in the State of New Jersey,
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there is no mandated requirement for cosmetologists
or barbers who are working with these clients. To
get your cosmetology license, the state requires
1,200 hours of schooling and two standardized tests.
To get your barber 1license it is 900 hours.

we don't even have one of those hours
requiring that these specialists have to work with
these clients, nor are they provided resources, and
it 1s our research-determined and also Tived
experience across the agency and many of our members
that this is also a statewide health crisis.

And so we are aiming to do several
things. Develop a training and licensing technique
that is standardized, equip salons with practical
sensory-friendly tools and practices, connect
families to safe trained professionals who have
these tools, and advocate for inclusion in beauty

and grooming, and cross-grooming education as well.

I mean, we're already doing this work.

our core initiatives require sensory safe
certifications for folks who work with us, sensory
tool kits for salons, and of course, advocacy and
community outreach, and we believe that in terms of
the health crisis, the result when there is Tack of

training really, and the communication barriers
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between the clients and the professionals, often
cause acute anxiety, meltdowns and shutdowns during
haircuts. It also causes families to avoid salons
all together and emotional distress or social
isolation for the client.

And why we want to partner with
Department of Health on this matter is because we
believe advancing the health acumen and reducing
disparities is of utmost importance. It reduces
against stress, supports mental health and emotional
regulation and encourages community participation
and social inclusion.

It is not our request that all changes
be immediately done as far as regulation on the
state level or any kind of law, but it is our
recommendation that the state legislating body along
with this committee and several others across
several boards at the state level would convene
either a working group or a committee comprised of
health professionals, those with Tived experience
who are neurodivergent themselves, family members
and several other professionals working across the
health spectrum to then advise the state legislating
body, and of course the governor, to practices that

could then be made into eventually a law that would
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require hopefully training hours, resources, and of
course funding dedicated to this concern.

Thank you for hearing me.

MR. GROSS: Wwell said.

Hello. Hello.

MR. ROMAN: Stephanie, you're muted.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, Ms. Dennis, and
we'd be interested in getting additional information
from your group. Thank you.

A1l right. Next with raised hands I
see a Julie Shavalier. Ms. Shavalier.

MS. SHAVALIER: Yes. Thank you. My
name 1is Julie Shavalier. I'm an attorney and a mom
to four kids under ten.

what I've witnessed today has not only
been unconstitutional, it's been unAmerican. The
entire way that this process has played out has been
unconstitutional and unAmerican.

The disdain with which Mr. Paul Roman
has spoken to his colleagues and constituents is
really unfortunate to witness.

I practice a lot in New York City and
I lived there with my two young children until 2019
when I fled the state because of the religious

exemption repeal. 1I've since had two more children
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in New Jersey, and they're at the only school
they've ever known and have been welcomed with open
arms in spite of our vaccination statuses and
refusal to comply with mandates.

I hope that the people who are pushing
this through recognize that this is not popular
public policy, especially since COVID. This 1is a
different time that even when we stood outside in
Trenton in sub-zero temperatures.

Sentiment has changed. People do not
want to be told what to do with their medical
choices. They want to make medical choices for
their children without the inference of governor
mandates -- government mandates, and I hope that you
all will reconsider the way that this is going to be
applied.

Sounds very -- it can be very biassed
in who will be allowed to get a religious exemption,
and I don't know if you all recall that was how it
was first applied in New York and it was extremely
unfair.

I've had a five-page letter written
with a fellow attorney to try to get access to
religious exemption to prove my religious beliefs,

and that is not constitutional.
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I believe you're going to continue to
drive people out of the state. I'm one of the
highest tax brackets in this state. 1I spend tens of
thousands of dollars in taxes and I don't even send
my kids to a public school because I don't believe
in the rights that are being stripped from parents.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

MS. SHAVALIER: I Tive in Linden, New
Jersey, and I hope that this is made available to
everyone in the public because this is not right
what happened here today.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Okay. Next in Tine we have Ann Rosen.

MS. ROSEN: Hi. I want to echo some
of the sentiments that I just heard. I feel like
what's happening here is a disgrace, and I've been
attending these meetings for about the past two
years and it's been very similar.

So this is -- this is -- this 1is not
in service to public health. This 1is in service to
a bigger agenda, and I'm very concerned about what
these rules are going to put through because it puts
the Department of Health really at liberty of
creating narratives between the OPRA exemptions and

the expanded surveillance and the ability of the
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commissioner to make certain discretionary
decisions.

I think we're looking at a
nonaccountability feedback loop that is being set up
here that there's going to be recommendations made
and then recommendations followed. Who is going to
be accountable, particularly with regards to the
northeast public health collaborative which is
inter-jurisdictional between multi states?

I mean, I just want to know how these
things are all going to work together. I'm very
curious about what's going to happen with narratives
and how they're going to be used to drive agendas
because it -- now the legislature is stepping back
with some of the bills that have come up. The
department -- there's centralized authority under
the department.

This is really problematic. I really
want to know who's going to be accountable for these
decisions ultimately because it seems like there's
going to be a Tot of finger pointing and no one
taking responsibility when things go wrong, and I do
anticipate that things will go wrong. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

MR. GROSS: Hello.
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MS. CAREY: So let's see. I am
Tooking in the 1ine of people who are on Teams and
next I see Deana Pagnozzi.

MS. PAGNOzzI: After everything we
witnessed -- so Deana Pagnozzi from Colonia, New
Jersey.

After everything we witnessed with
COVID, I can't understand how anyone on this panel
thinks it's okay to push even more authority away
from families and in government hands.

The 1issue I struggle with is that no
one in leadership has been courageous enough to
simply reflect and say, wWwe made mistakes. Let's
revisit this and Tlet's talk about 1it.

COVID was a disaster. These proposed
bills do not help the citizens of the state. What
additional protections are you offering? None.
Instead this is a power grab of control and we, the
citizens of this state, deserve better.

Parents are and must remain the
primary decision-makers for our children. You do
not own my child. No school, agency or government
department should be making medical or mental health
decisions behind a parent's back.

when my kids were in school I had to
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sign paperwork for failed test assignments,
permission slips for school trips, forms for sports
tryouts and even consent for my child to take
something as simple as Midol, yet now we're talking
about allowing 1l4-year-olds to seek mental health
treatment without parents' knowledge.

why would anyone on this panel think
that this is acceptable? Does this sound like a
government representing its people?

If a licensed physician determines
that a patient should be not receive a particular
vaccine, how does it make sense for an unlicensed
official agency to override that medical judgment?
How's this keeping anyone safe?

And now, on top of expanding school
control, you want to weaken OPRA requests, the only
transparency, the tool the public has Teft.

So I ask this panel directly, what is
the reasoning behind this removing transparency?
why would withholding information ever be considered
better for the citizens you represent?

If your decision is to truly serve the
public then you should be open to public scrutiny.
Transparency builds trust and secrecy destroys it.

You believe you know what's best but
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that's not really the case.

My family understands the consequences
of unchecked government power. My mother-in-Taw
escaped from Cuba. She fled the Castro regime so
her children could have a better Tife, and it feels
Tike that's what you're Tiving in right now.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Next on the 1list of raised hands is
Ariel Mayer.

MS. MAYER: Hello, committee. Thank
you for Tetting me speak. I don't have much to say,
although I have so much to say and two minutes is
too short.

There should have been more time given
to the public to know about this meeting. I only
found out about it yesterday. Feel 1like taking away
the rights of elected officials by the people and
putting it in the hands of government agencies is
against the constitution. 1It's against our rights
as citizens.

I'm going to read from the New Jersey
Constitution, as I've been posting a lot in the
chat, but number 5, no person shall be denied the
enjoyment of any civil or military right nor be

discriminated against in the exercise of any civil

Page 57

DEGNAN & BATEMAN
856 232 7400




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

or military right nor be segregated from militia or
public schools because of religious principles,
race, color, ancestry or national origin, and I feel
Tike this 1is moving towards the Tanguage of someone
else making that decision about, like, what's right
for my family; and I am a health care practitioner
and I feel 1like it's not broad enough who might be
on this committee.

It seems like there's certain agencies
that are there and it's not opened up to more -- you
know, I have a master's degree, licensed
acupuncturist and I've served on boards, and you
know, we have a lot of different views when we come
together, and I just feel 1ike this is very
one-sided. 1It's not opening up to enough different
agencies and groups to have a say in what
constitutes good public health, and I also don't
Tike the fact that institutions, I think there's
something in here about 1like colleges and other
institutions having rights that violate HIPAA, which
I can't even violate, so -- you know, with my
patients, and now we're going to open up some sort
of registry.

I mean, there's a possibility of

quarantining again, and after we saw with, Tike,
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COoVID, how many false-positives that there were and
then finding out that, 1like, people didn't have
anything, and kids in my district were quarantined
just for not testing positive. So if you were
around somebody who did, they actually got to go
back to sooner than somebody who never tested
positive.

So there's a Tot of discrepancies
there that were very disturbing so that was a big
thing, and I don't know how much that's talked
about. In my school district, that was quite
upsetting.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

MS. MAYER: Thank you for letting me
share. There are so many nuances and to move
forward with this, it's just --

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

MS. MAYER: Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Let's see. I do not see
any additional hands up in the room. I just see
another --

MS. PRESSLEY: Excuse me, Chair. I do
see one. Looks 1like Deana Pagnozzi.

MS. CAREY: She just spoke.

MS. PRESSLEY: No, that was someone
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else just spoke.

MS. CAREY: Yes. And Deana Pagnozzi
also spoke, and I see a new hand raised and then
after that we will proceed to taking comments from
people on the phone.

I will ask the people exercise
discretion about taking people in a rational order.

Okay. But so Mary Pocsik, please.

MS. PACSIK: Hi. Good afternoon. My
name 1is Mary Pocsik. I am from multiple points in
New Jersey. I own homes in Hoboken, New Jersey,
westwood, New Jersey, and Lake Hoptacong, New
Jersey.

I'm here today to -- and I'm not a
regular attender of these meetings. I, too, found
out about this on very short notice.

I also came to learn that a few of the
most recent meetings of this group did not happen,
and clearly at the top of this meeting we saw a Tot
of confusion, not only of the call-in, of the
dial-in, of the attendees. Wwe have not gotten clear
answers as to whether or not this meeting would be
transcribed and recorded for public consumption.

we know that there are many people who

would not have been able to make this meeting who
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would find it, I'm sure, very interesting and
enlightening in terms of how this meeting went, sort
of very haphazard, a Tot of confusion around
protocols.

I think at the end of the day, I
really identified with one of the comments that was
put in the chat which I tried to give voice to
earlier in this meeting, but because I was -- myself
and others were put on mute multiple times, I do
think it's worth bringing attention to the question
as to whether items that were up for vote that had
more than 2,000 comments and no hearing further the
question of whether or not the Taw requires a public
hearing. The legislative requires the public
hearing before changing sanitary code.

So I think it is very important. I'm
not a lawyer myself, but in reviewing of some these
comments I think it's very important that we make
sure that we are not running afoul of meeting
procedure, policies, how meetings should be run,
whether or not a public hearing was warranted in
this case of massive consumer feedback, and so I am
basically here to -- I don't even have children but
I believe in the right to choice. I believe 1in the

right to bodily autonomy, and I also believe that
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religious exemption is a key component of being able
to manage the U.S. Constitution and allow freedom of
religion and freedom of choice as it relates to
those religious beliefs. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

I believe that there are a number of
people who are on the phone. I will do my best to
do this in an orderly manner. There is not a way
for, to the best of my knowledge, individuals to
raise their hand on the phone.

I have had a request for five-minute
break. May we take a five-minute break for the
purposes of this meeting's been on for two hours.

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Steph, this is DAG
D'Alessandro. You're welcome to take a five-minute
break if you 1like to, but the member of the public
can also just excuse themselves for a couple
minutes. So whatever you prefer.

MS. CAREY: Let us take five minutes
and then I will resume calling people from the
telephone 1lines, and I have to leave that -- yes.

For the record, the court reporter
will be offline for five minutes and then --

MS. D'ALESSANDRO: Yes. Apologies.

Sorry, Steph. I did not realize that --
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MS. CAREY: And then we will return to
take the telephone comments.

(Brief recess.)

MS. CAREY: Good afternoon.
Reconvening. Verifying the court reporter is back
on. I see Mr. Roman.

Do we have Dr. webb and Mr. Gross
back?

DR. WEBB: Yes, I'm here, Suffiyah
webb.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

And Mr. Gross, star 6.

As stated, I will attempt to collect
comments from people on the phone. Actually what I
will do is I will go through the last two digits of
the phone numbers and ask each person whether they
have a comment.

MR. GROSS: Mickey Gross, I'm back on
the call, just so you know. I'm Mickey. I'm back.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

MR. GROSS: I don't go away.

MS. CAREY: So this is continuing the
public comment section.

I will assume that everybody who has

attended this meeting, the Teams, has spoken as
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using the raise hand feature.

At this point, I will call out the
Tast two digits of people's phone numbers, and if
you have a comment, you get your two minutes. State
your name, where you're from and you get two
minutes, and if you don't just say pass, okay?

All right. Starting with phone number
ending in 00. Yes?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can I be heard.

MS. CAREY: Yes. State your --

MS. PAGNOZZI: How about 1028 mutes
himself? we hear the clicking of his car. He was
muted the whole time.

There you go. Beautiful.

MS. CAREY: Person whose phone number
ends in 00, please state your name, where you're
from and your two minutes.

MR. MORRIS: I'm Ed Morris from
Piscataway, New Jersey. Thank you for your service
and the meeting.

I share your concern for public
health. However, COVID, HIV and virology are scams.
Viruses are not contagious or proven to exist.

People are being poisoned and killed

by medical treatment and by vaccines, not by
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viruses.

I urge you to read Contagion Myth by
Dr. Tom Cowan, M.D. This is available at the
website virustruth.net, virustruth.net.

I also urge you to study the website
rethinkingaids.com, rethinkingaids.com. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

For the phone number ending 1in 27.
Phone number ending in 27. Otherwise, I will move
on.

Phone number ending in 42. Second
call for phone number ending in 42.

Phone number ending in 78.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Hi. Sorry.

what's the number?

MS. CAREY: Phone number ending in 78.

Last two numbers.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I actually was
offering just a suggestion. Maybe for those who
want to speak who are on phone you ask them to
unmute and then note those numbers somehow and then
pick from there.

I don't know how many people are on.
Just an idea.

MS. CAREY: Thank you. It is your
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turn to speak?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's fine.
I'm going to pass as it turned out, but thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Phone number ending in 86.

MS. COCO: Hello.

MS. CAREY: Hello, yes. State your
name.

MS. COCO: 1I'm Jessica Coco. I'm with
-- I live in the City of Hoboken and I find it
disgraceful that there were more than 2,600 people
who have responded to this bill and that no one was
heard, and this is, 1like, not a democracy at all.

I mean, after what we saw in 2020,
really, you would think that you would see less of
this kind of tyranny, but instead it seems to be
growing more.

That's all I have to say.

MS. CAREY: Okay. Thank you.

Phone number ending in 99. Phone
number ending in 99.

A1l right. There's a second number
ending in 86, another individual with 86.

Phone number ending in 00, an

additional individual with the phone number ending
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in 00.

MS. O'ROURKE: Yes, hello. Can you
hear me?

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MS. O'ROURKE: Hi. 1I'm the other 00.

MS. CAREY: Okay, great.

MS. O'ROURKE: My name 1is Kim O'Rourke
and I am Tocated in Maywood, New Jersey.

I have been fighting this fight. My
children, I have four children of my own and we used
to go to school in New York, and in 2019 my kids
were kicked out of a private school that I paid for
because of the Toss of religious exemption and I had
to start them over in New Jersey, which is where I
Tive, and currently they are in public school and
thriving, and this 1is very concerning to me how this
was ran, very disorganized, and the need for public
comment is really important and 2,600 voices have
not been heard and this is very concerning to me as
a parent, as someone who's grown and lived in New
Jersey her entire 1ife.

CovIiD really changed a lot for a lot
of people, and medical rights and freedom should be
at the helm of parents, not for other people to

decide what I do with my children.
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Thank you very much.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Phone number ending in 42. Phone
number ending in 42.

Phone number ending in 81. Phone
number ending in 81.

Phone number ending in 88. Let's see.
An additional person whose phone number ends in 00.

Phone number ending in 16. Phone
number ending in 16.

Okay. Phone number ending in 28.
Yes, it's your turn.

MR. GROSS: Stephanie, Mickey Gross.
Just real quick. I unmuted myself there.

You might want to politely remind the
folks that are calling in that we are an advisory
council to the commissioner. Regardless what our
decisions are, at the end of the day it's entirely
up to the commissioner whether to take our advice or
not. So I want to make that very clear.

I know there was a couple attorneys on
the 1line. Wwhat we vote on is not law. 1It's just
advice given to our best advice given to the
commissioner, and with that said, I'm going to ask

to be muted again, please.
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MS. CAREY: All right. Thank you.

Phone number ending in 71. Phone
number ending in 71.

MS. DUVALL: Hello.

MS. CAREY: Hello. oOh, 41, yes. 41,
go ahead.

MS. DUVALL: Okay. My name 1is Crystal
Duvall. I 1live in Keansburg, New Jersey.

I just want to say that I think all of
us should have our right to body autonomy and it is
our God given right, and even if this panel does not
make those choices, they just give advice to
legislators, it's still important because everyone
here voted for it, and I was definitely one of the
2,000 people that had given my opinion in email, and
I just think it's very unfair because it seems like
no one -- the people that are making the rules are
not listening to the people who have to abide by
them.

My kids, thank goodness, my oldest s
now graduating from high school this year. However,
we have been using the medical exemption and --
sorry. I'm nervous -- the religious exemption all
these years, and without it I would leave New

Jersey, and I think there are plenty of other people
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who would.

It's already hard enough to 1live here
with the taxes and everything, and taking away our
rights as parents to decide what's best for our
children is just unAmerican and unfair. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Phone number ending in 71.

Phone number ending in 05.

Phone number ending in 10.

Phone number ending in 36.

Phone number ending in 46.

Phone number ending in 54.

Phone number ending in 73. 1Is there
-- yes. Yes. Hello.

MS. NAZARO: Hi. My number ends 1in
73.

MS. CAREY: Excellent. Very good.
Hello.

MS. NAZARO: Hello. My name is Debbie
Nazaro. I'm a school nurse and I'm president-elect
of the New Jersey State School Nurse's Association,
and I would just hope that when you give your
recommendations to the commissioner that you would
advise to either have a public hearing or to

review -- take the time to review the comments and
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concerns about the revisions as they stand.

I was able to notice that a change has
been made that would affect how school nurses
process religious exemptions for vaccinations and it
would be a pretty big change from how things have
been done for the last few decades.

So there's a discrepancy between
preschool religious exemption wording versus K
through 12 wording of a religious exemption, and I
think that it would be best for everyone involved,
the parents and the school nurses and the
government, to keep that the same for all of the
students instead of singling out preschool.

And I believe there was one other
thing pertaining to school nursing that had to do
with requiring the weekly reporting into the, I
think it's called the CDR System or the sick system
from an executive order making it a requirement, and
I also believe it would be better to consult with
the school nurses and the health department before
continuing on with that, and I won't go into it here
because of time, but the data itself is being
collected 1is just not very valid. So I think we can
find better ways to collect accurate, more accurate

data.
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All
time. Okay.

MS.

right. And thank you for your

CAREY: Thank you very much.

Is there any member of the public that

I have not called on yet?

Seei
further comment, at

motion to close the

ng no further, or hearing no
this time I would ask for a

public comment period.

MR. GROSS: So moved, Paul Roman.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, Mr. Roman.

Second.

DR. WEBB: Suffiyah webb.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, Dr. webb.

Can I have a roll call for that,
please.

MS. PRESSLEY: Sure.

Ms. Stephanie Carey.
MS.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
Can
MS.

And

CAREY: Yes.
PRESSLEY: Mr. Paul Roman.
ROMAN: Yes.
PRESSLEY: Mr. Mickey Gross.
GROSS: Yes.
you hear me?
PRESSLEY: Yes. Thank you.

Dr. suffiyah webb.
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MR. GROSS: Mute me again.

DR. WEBB: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Thank you. Wwe have
four yeses. Thank you.

MS. CAREY: Thank you.

Okay. For my closing comments, I
appreciate that this is an issue of high constituent
concern. I apologize for the technical difficulties
and appreciate your patience in hanging on
throughout this process.

The Public Health Council will provide
its best recommendations and wisdom to the officials
through the commissioner's office who are finalizing
these rules, and please know that we serve in the
best interests of public health to the best of our
ability for no financial gain but because we care
about the health of the people of New Jersey, and I
hear -- and what all of us here in this room want is
what's best for the children and families of the
people of New Jersey and we will do everything we
can to protect health and save 1lives and make New
Jersey the healthiest place it can be.

I want to say thank you to everybody.
I want to wish everyone a peaceful holiday season

and a chance to draw bonds with your fellow human
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beings and to spend time with the people you care
about.

our next meeting is scheduled for
January 12th, 2026, and the announcement will be --
the announcement will be in through the state
website and through the legal notice system.

MR. GROSS: Stephanie, happy holidays.

MS. CAREY: Thank you very much.

MR. ROMAN: Motion to adjourn.

MR. GROSS: Can I make --

MS. CAREY: A closing comment,

Mr. Gross? Okay.

MR. GROSS: Can I make one suggestion?
This is Mickey Gross. Can I make one suggestion?

MS. CAREY: Yes, sir.

MR. GROSS: First of all, hats off to
you. You did a fantastic job. Very difficult
situation. Especially our support staff there from
the DOH, thank you. We got some kinks in the armor
we gotta work out but you guys are great.

I'm going to recommend that we do have
a hard meeting once or twice a year where, believe
it or not, we all gets our butts down to Trenton and
have a meeting and look each other 1in the eye. I

think that would be a good thing and I think that
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will show a Tittle more transparency with the

public.

That's just my two cents opinion but
maybe you give it some thought. But I want to wish
everyone a happy holiday and God bless you all, and
you can mute me again. I was muted half the
meeting. But anyhow, mute me again, guys.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, Mr. Gross.

Oon that note --

MR. GROSS: Mickey, please.

MS. CAREY: -- I'd Tike to call for a
motion to adjourn.

MR. ROMAN: Motion to adjourn.

MR. GROSS: Motion to adjourn.

MS. CAREY: Do we need a roll call,
Ms. Pressley.

MS. PRESSLEY: Yes.

MS. CAREY: Roll call, please.

MS. PRESSLEY: Ms. Stephanie Carey.

MS. CAREY: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Paul Roman.

MR. ROMAN: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: Mr. Mickey Gross.

MR. GROSS: Yes.

MS. PRESSLEY: And Dr. Suffiyah webb.
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DR. WEBB: Yes.
MS. PRESSLEY: That's all. Happy
holidays, stay safe.

MS. CAREY: Thank you, everybody.
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CERTIFICATE

I, LISA PENROD, a Certified Court
Reporter (XI01l753), Registered Professional Reporter
and Notary Public of the State of New Jersey, do
hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and
accurate transcript of my original stenographic
notes taken at the time and place hereinbefore set

forth.

LIV

LISA PENROD, CCR#XIO01753

REGISTERED PROFESSTIONAL REPORTER

Dated: January 6, 2026
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